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(2) nd 
To the General Council of the Officers of the Army : | 


The Remonſlrance of the cordial loueys of the Commonwealth, t1- 
babitants of Hampſhire. 


SHEWETH, 
Hat being very ſenſible that the Enemies of this Common- 
| wealths peace and Safety are exceedingly lifted up in hopes 
and expeAations that che preſent diliraftions will bring a- 
bout their lopg-defired opportunity to introduce che Yoke and ry- 
rapnical Governmenc of rhe lace Kings family ; and finding alſo,ro 
our great grief, that many char have hererofore been oppolers of che 
ſame, through the ſnbcilcy and infinuations of the ſaid Parcy,are rea- 
dy to comply wich chem, upder pretence char there is no other poſ- 
ſibiliry of Settlement : Weitherefore judge our ſelves bonnd in dury 
to God, our Conntry and Poſterity,to manifelt and declare, That our 
true and cordial affections are (o fixed tothe love and defre of a 
firm and juſt Commonwealths Government, thac no fears,ſufferings 
nor hardſhips ſhall (through the afliſtance of God) in the lealt mea- 
fare alter our reſolntions,bur thar we ſhall be ready with the hazard 
of onr lives, and all that is near and dear unto us , to oppole both 
the open and private Enemies of the ſame : And we acconnt it allo 
our duty, as far 45 in us lies , to ſtrive that a period may be put ro 
theſe long DiltraRions and Miteries which thereby are fallen on the 
Nations Which as hitherto have been beneficial ro none, bur a few 
amvicious ſelf-ſceking perſons ; ſo we alſo vitibly ſee, never can nor 
will ; and chatuvleſs the Lord in mercy be pleaſed ro put a period to 
the ſame, we can expeR& vo leſs then that a preſent coral delirngion 
will enſue,or a: beſt a ſervile ſabmiffion ce the will & pleaſtres of them 
that ſhall be firongeſt, For the prevention of which,we cannot inonr 
jadements find any remedy under heaven, better,ealier 8&ſpeedier, 
then ar unanimons agreement of the well-affeed Party , on ſuch 
Principles of common good and ſafery, thac may ſecure the Rights 
of all jult interelts. And tothe end ic may be obtained , we doin 
the howels of pity and compaſſion ro owr poor,almoſt-rain'd Coun- 
ery, implore this from you, that finding by ſad experience the hearts 
of men are generally ſo baſe and corrupr, that there are few or none 
buc are Enemies to the Liherty and Proſperity of their Country, 
(when they may enrich chemſelyes thereby) bnc onely for want of 
time and power ; and chart it's to be feared, what men ſoever ſhall 


come 
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come into the ſupreme Power or 2 orkey, will make it their buſi- 
neſs (as herecofore )under fair pretences, to enrich themſelves, and 
perpernace their ambitions defignes, nnleſs there be ſome ſure, firm 
and nnalcerable Limitations and Reliritions agreed on by the con- 
ſent of the people, to prevent the ſame : That therefore you will 
with all ſpeed and vigonr joyn wich ns, to invice all the Loyers of 
their own and their Conntries peace and ſafety, co centre in an A- 
oreement (accordipg to the ſnbfiance cf theſe following Heads) and 
thar all choſe that ſhall own, agree to, and ſubſcribe che ſame , ſhall 
be capable to be EleRors or Eleted tor all fature Repreſentatives, 
and none elſe : And that you will ſpeedily after the ſigning the ſame, 
delire and perſwade them tochule their M:mbers ; thac ſo by a viſi- 
ble and ſafe Anthoricy, the Nation may be ſecured from the power 
and deſignes of forraign and dometiick enemies ; and all Intereſts 
rhac ace nfeleſs, oppreſſive, and delirugive to the general good and 
juſt Liberty of the Nation, may be caken away. 

1. That no perſon or perſons whatſoever, on pain of High treaſon, ſhall 
aſſune or challenge to themſelves any power, right or intereſt in making or 
altering of Laws, but thoſe thatſhall be 1mmediately elefted and impower= 
ed by the people that ſhall enter into and own this « Agreement, 

* 2, That it ſhall not be in the power of any Repreſentative to eſtabliſh 
any Government by a King, Single perſop, or Howſe of Lords ; nor to con« 

tinue the Legiſlative power in themſelves, or make Laws for the continu- 
@ion of it in others above the ſpace of twa years together at the moſt, upon 
pain of the higheſt punſhment that can be inflitted ; that ſo every man may 
tafte of Subjeftion a: well as Riile, and may be equally liable to the Laws 
that he ſhall make for others. 

3. That ſeting it ts not in the power of humane ereatures to confer any 
ſpiritnal gift or authority on their Repreſentatives, and that they can re= 
ceive no larger power then the people are capable to give them ; that there- 
fore it ts not nor ſhall be in the power of any Repreſentative to imermedals 
with things ſpiritual or ſupernatural, nor to compel or inſorce au perſonor 
per ſons, diretiy or indiretty, by Law,ag ainſt their own free-will and core 
ſent, to pay to the maintenance of a Naticual CMiniſtery, but leave all peo- 
ple free to pay their own Paſtors and CMiniſters, according to the infallible 
rule of the Goſpel, the praftice of the Primitive times , and the preſent 
prattice of many Reformed Churches in forraign parts, Provided never- 
theleſ?, that it is not hereby intended or meant, that the Parliament ſhall be 
reſtrained from any power (in making Laws)to prohibit the profeſſion of any 


Relivion net Chriftian, neither the publike profeſſion of Popery , which ts 
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incor;orated with the imtereſt of 4 Pr. S08 power, snconfoſtent with publike 
ſafety and ſociety, 

4. That no publi\e Saliry-man ſhall be capable ts ſit in Parliament nor 
during hic ſeſſion there, (all be inveſted with any Salary-Offce, ner ſhall 
have avy of the publike Treaſure conferred on him , under any pretence 
whatſoever, on pain of high-Treaſon : (the place of au Ambaſſadowr and 
the charges thereon expented, onely excepted, } - 

5. That the Legiſlative power ſhall bs kept ſeparate and diſtin from 
' the Adminiftrative power, That all Repreſentatives that (hall be choſen 
by wertue and accordir'y to this eAgreement , ſpall be and are hereby or- 
dained to be the Supreme Authority of the Nation:to make and alter Laws, 
to make War and Peace, and tora ſe mine) for the ſame. Provided they 
alt wot againſt, nor endeavour to deſtroy or taks away allor any of theſe 
five Fundamentals, And it ts hereby agreed and declared, That what- 
ſcever perſon or perſons ſhall under any pretence whatſoever uſe power or 
force to diſſolve the ſaid Antherity , whillt it alts nothing againſt the five 
aforenamed Rules, or wſe force to deſtroy thoſe Laws which they ſhall make, 
ſhallbe deemed and accounted Traytors fir the ſame , and ſuffer puniſh- 
ment accerdingly, - | 

By chis way of Agreement , formerly practiledin moſt Nations, 
when a former Government (threnyh neceſſity, for their preferva:i- 
op) hath been caſt cf, we can (with the bleſſing of God) expeR a 
ſpeedy and ſecure Settlement, 10 the content and benefic of al! juſt 
men, and jul interelis; and allo rattorally hope for a reconciliation 
of thoſe that are now exceeding'y bent againit che Settlement of a 
Commonwe:lth : and io the proſecution tercofywe ſhall with all a- 
lecrity jJoyn with you in the ntm- (t hazards, But if you ſhall oppoſe 
the {obliance herecf , we cannot expedt any (ure ati latting Sertle- 
ment, neicher can we {ze how you can clear yeur ſelves of the gui!r 
of all rhe Biond and Treaſnre that hath been ſpent, or of the Miſe- 
ries which for want of ſuch a Settlement will inevitably enſue. 
However , we have diicharged onr dnties, and leave ihe ſucceſs to 
Ccd, who weare affured will nor {uffer his glory and his peoples 
egod to be overthrown, 

Now ſeeing theſe things we have here mentioned and delired are 
of ſaci an high conccrameetwe are conlirained,for the prevention 
of icandals and a'perfions which may be caſt on chem or us, co ſheyy 
theſe Reaſons for the lame, 

It cannot be denyed by any perſen that underſtands what the Go- 
Vermnnent of this Nation was z That the Kivg was pretendedly li- 
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mired and bonnded by his Oath:to Govern according tothoſe Laws 
that ſhould be made by the people, and char the Parliament was 2 
Skreen becween the Kings Prerogative, and the Peoples Liberties : 
but this proved co lirtle purpoſe; tor that he being a Randing power, 
and(as he pretended)nnaccomprable for ary thing he ſhonld do,and 
had the power of conferring all places of profi: & hononr op whem 
he pleaſed, he and his Court had generally ſuch an influence and in- 
rereſt in chuling Parljamentsthat ſeldom any conſiderable number, 
Who were not his meer Creatures, wereeleRed ; and {o by Parlia- 
ments, his own, and not the peoples interelt was promoted : Or if 
he at any time found the P:rijamenr endeavouring to buund his 
Pcerogative, it was his practice preſently ro diffolre it. However, 
if there were Bounds and Relirifions put to the King, ard thar 
there was a power intended to bridle his defignes : why ſhov]d any 
m2n plead for no bonnds, neicher of time, nor of power,co be pur 
co the Parliament > When the King ruled, the Parliament was in- 
tended to be a Skreen between the Kings Prerogarive, and the peo- 
ples Liberties, and ſhall we now have no Skreen between the Par- 
liaments power and will, andthe Pecples liberties, proprieties and 
ſafeties? Shall rhey have power co raiſe what monies they pleate, 
and ſhare ic amongſt themſelves ? ſhall they ſer up (as of late) miny 
orear Salary-Offices,and keep pluralitcies of the belt of them ro them- 
ſelves ? ſhall chey have power to defiroy men without a cauſe, and 
rake their Eftates to themſelves? We do nor by. any part of this 
Agreement tye up their hands from doing good, bur onely from de- 
{troying us, Aud is not a Parliamenc free, that hath an abſolnte 
power to do cood > Unle's they have allo an abſointe unlimited 
power to do miſchief, 2nd make Laws to proteR themſelves there- 
in? ſurely this is ſnch #n abſurdity, that nene bnc 4 grand Impoſtar 
(rhat 2imes chiefly at his own deſiznes) cenplead, Should any fti- 
tore Parltament 2& contrary to the ſubſtance of all or any pare of 
this Agreement, what rational nnbyaſled man can expe ſafety ? If 
they can ſer up a fingle perſon, why not Charles Stuart, as well as 
any other? If perperuate the power In themſelves, or in any nEm- 
ber of perſons, why is it not berter to have itinone ? one Fa- 
mily will be ar a cheaper rate made rich then many ; men that are 
honett, and love their Countrie,may apoſiatize and prove enemies; 
which lamentable late experience ſufficiencly hath ravghr ns, Ts ic 
not better to make ſuch Laws that may bind the workt and ſnbcile(t 


heads from hurting us, chen to be alwayes ar the mercy of hone? 
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- (6) 
men ; which probably have appeared fo, thereby to get an oppor- 
cunity to doe hure corhe purpoſe ? If Parliaments may ſer np what 
form of Chncch-Diſcipiine - or Worſhip they judge belt, why nor 
Pcelacy or Popery, as well as Presbytery ; and ſo conſequently a 
compulſive maintenance for the Miniſters of the ſame? Did nor 
Parliaments in Edward the Sixch's Reign ſer up Prelacie, and own 
the Pcof-flors thereot ? And did not Parliaments (confiſting of a 
oreac number of che (ame men) in Queen Mares dayes, eſtabliſh 
Popery, and make ſuch cruel bloody Laws , by which many Prote- 
ſtants were burned? this in chele dayes is worth rakinv notice Of, ro 
' Prevemi the like. The National Miniſtry that mnit be by compulſion 
provided for,ſnrely ar preſent is meant Presbytery, and cheir Adhe- 
rents; & how Orthodox they are, let them by the heaps of cheir in» 
famons fawning Addrefles, to the late fivgle perſon,be judged : and 
what they deſerve, let their Sermons, and the frmics of chem in Che- 
ſhire and elſewhere, claim. 1f che publick maincenance (honld be 
taken from then (as it was from the Prelacy } and conferred on rhe 
Miniftters and Paſtors of ſeparate Congregations,and none cliſe,whar 
a flood of Envie and Reproach would they caft forth ! Bur furely,con- 
ſidering what blood they have been guilty of, what deſperate perils 
they have often involved this Nation in, and how mercifully 
God hath preſerved ic from their deſignes ; they are not « peo- 
ple ſo to be feared, nor (in point of policy) ſoro be pleaſed,as ſome 
mty pretend ; unleſs the end of all ſuccefles and victories muſt cen- 
cer in taking away the Eſtates of the Conquerors, to pleaſe and 
ſtrengthen che Conquered, that ſo at laſt rhey may be enabled to ſa- 
tiate cthemſe|ves with a crnel and bloody Revenge. However, we 
have not in any meaſure deſired any more Liberty of Conſcience, 
nor ſecuricy of our Eſtates, but what may be equally dne to them, if 
they have not been,nor ſhall nor be gnilcy of the breach of che peace 
of che Nation, We claim no more then what is dae to us by the 
Liw of God and Nature, and we are bound in confcience to cur 
ſelyes and Families to aflure ic, But ac laſt, if notwichſtandiog all 
this, nothing will pleaſe onr Enemies, but Death , Baniſhment or 
Impriſonment, or depyal of our Religion, it behoveth us roprevenc 
the ſame ; and if chey ſuffer in the end , they may juſtly blame their 
own ob{tinacy for ic, We hezreily wiſh that all the Paritamenrnay, 
21] che Magiſtrates of the nation,were or may be nucſingFathers,ard 
nucfing Mothers co the Church of Chriſt, that they would cordially 
make it their work to relieve the poor, and cloath the naked Chri- 
| ſtians 


(7) | 
Rians and with the great Eſtates hich they poſſeſs ( and for which 
chey muſt give an account) co take a delight in doing good. Ler 
them do the work of Chriſt in the way of Chriit , and not in or by 
the way of Antichriſt, for that is not required ar their hands, Why 
we, by this Agreement, reſtrain publick Salary-men from (icting in 
Parliamenc, we give chis Reaſon, Taat experience hath caught us, 
that great damage hath and may ariſe thereby ro the nation in gene- 
ral: toparticalacize: Thoſe people never think of leſſening, bur 
encreafing che number 8& benefit of Offices; fo thar ir often hath fal- 
len ouc,:hatPariiament-men by Salary-Offices,have yearly received 
many choniands of ponnds, when they have been non-refident,and 
have not paid 1001, yearly, to execuce their place : this is the rea- 
ſon thac vaſt unneceſliry ſums of the publick Treaſure have been con» 
ſumed,to the impoyeriſhing of che Natien, We do not in the leatt 
deny, but that there may be, and are many Salary-men both inthe 
Army & elſewhere, thatare as able, & may be as much confided in, - 
as any people inthe Nation, and we ſhonld be glad that they 
might proceed in freeing their Country from captivity, and building 
of Laws or walls of ſafety abont it ; and thac they, wi:h Nehemiah, 
would not eat the bread of the Governour, for that the bondage is 
greac:bur chat they ſhould be imployed ina double capacity,or ren- 
der void a cercain ſafe principle for the nations eaſe, may be a pre- 
cedent of dangerous conſequence, And that Parliament men onehr 
nor to receive or ſhareamong themſelves any ofthe publick Treaſure, 
is of a>ſolnte neceſſity : had the tong Parliament been reſirained 
from ir, as al'o from giving large nawarrantable geratuicies, the na- 
tion had been ſome kundred thoaſand ponnds better then now it is; 
the ſonldiers had not been inforced ro ſe]l their Arrears for licrle or 
nothing, the pablick Faich-mony had been paid ; and in all likely- 
hood, if they had been reftrained from advantages to enrich them- 
ſelves, & been bonnded in cheir Sefſi5ns to fir bur a ſhorr crime, they: 
had made ſach good Laws, and ſuch a ſure Fonndation of Govern- 
ment, that might have ſecnred the Nation and themſelves, and inga- 
gcd the people in their affeRions to them, for the cood they had re- 
ceived by them, Notwichſanding all this, we know ic is and will 
be the greac cry of the implacable Royal Fa&ion, both 01d and nevy, 
for a Free Parliament, choſen as formerly, wichour any Qualifica- 
tions, and £5 fit and make Laws without Reftritions ; this indeed 
is their Maſter-picce co bring in Stwarrs Family, ic being viſible,thar 
by ſach an Ele&ion few or none would be elefed, bur choſe that 
would eſpouſe the S:#44rts Joreres, and lo under a pretence of by 
| a 
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and Equity, inthrone him, tothe ..M deſtruion of all che honeſt 
party, whom they brand with the Titles of Sctaries and Hereticky, 
thereby to render them more contemprible to the people in general, 
then the molt vitious perſons in the lavd , whilft they chem'elves 
more jultly deſerve thoſe titles, by differing more from che Preceprs 
and Practices of Crit, the Apoſtles, and Primitive Churches, We 
are 25 much for a juſt Parliament Authority,as any people in (hena- 

tion, and do declare from the fincerity of our hearts, we cannot pHſ- 
_ fbly,io the leattymagipe how this nation can be ſecured in its liber- 
tics and proprieties, but by conſtant ſucceſſive Parliaments, limiced 
both ip time and power: for this being dene, they will nor raſhly 
thruſt che Nation into wars, knowing they muſtequally contribute 
ro the charge,and not be in a capacity to enrich themſelves by grear 
Offices, in proſecutipg the ſame. Had the Nation been ihus ſettled 
before(cauſcleſly) rhe Spaniſh deliru&ive War was begun, it wonld 
in ali probability, tc cerher wich the miſeries thar. have thereby hap- 
pened tothe Naiion, have been prevented. Although Parliaments 
bave been cuilty of bigh miſcarriages, yer this is not 2 gronnd ſuffi - 
cientto lay them aſide, and center ina worſe way : it may as well 
be ailedged,thar all M:gi'” racy hath generally made uſe of ics power 
for their own Advantages ; and therefore that all Magiſtracie and 
Goverrment ought to be laid aſide, and all things left co run into 
Anarchy and Confniiov. 
| Toconciude: Weprofeſs in the integrity of onr hearts, we de- 
fire a rea) Reformation in Church, according to the written word of 
God, and the example of the Primitive times ; and atrne. firm and 
laiting ſettlement of che State, thar we may have Rulers (as in the 
old cime) that may execute juſtice and judgement, and be & terrour 
cothoſe that thall do evil,anda comfort to thole that do well, And 
' we declare we have no deſizne nor delice, in the lea(t meaſure,to rn- 
ine and deliroy any of cur fell-w-Natives and Conniry-men; as is 
cleerly manifeſt , by what is zfore ſpecified. And we do earnefily 
deſire all Intereſts that are confilient with common ſafery, and per- 
ſons that deſire ro do as they would haye others ſhon]d do to them, 
may conſent and agree with ns herein ; and we hope if the love of 
peace and ſerciement be nor hid from their eyes,they ſpeedily will, 
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His Remonſtrance bein: read, aad the Preſeators thereof with-draw?, they were a- 
gain called, to whom the Chair-man, Colonel Barrow , returned this Anſwer ; That 
he was commanded to o\ve the Remontratos the thanks of the Committ.e, for their good 
"ft. tions to the Publick ; and 10 let them kaow, they were proceeding on things of 142 
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